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state of affairs, use every possible and most effective
means for the glory of God. I spoke to them all,
and threatened them with the displeasure of Mon-
sieur de Tracy, whose spokesman I was. Fear of
disobliging that great Onnontio impelled one of the
chief men among them to take the word, and harangue
[22] long and forcibly to persuade us to turn back.
The weakness of this discontented man was turned to
account by the evil spirit for closing the way against
the Gospel. None of the others were better disposed;
so that, although our Frenchmen found places for
themselves without much difficulty, no one would be
burdened with me—all declaring that I had neither
skill at the paddle, nor strength to carry loads on
my shoulders.

‘““In this abandoned state I withdrew into the
woods, and, after thanking God for making me so
acutely sensible of my slight worth, confessed before
his divine Majesty that I was only a useless burden
on the earth. My prayer ended, I returned to the
water’s edge, where I found [23] the disposition of
that Savage who had repulsed me with such con-
tempt entirely changed; for, unsolicited, he invited
me to enter his Canoe, which I did with much
alacrity, fearing he would change his mind.

‘“ No sooner had I embarked than he put a paddle
in my hand, urging me to use it, and assuring me it
was an honorable employment, and one worthy of a
great Captain. I willingly took the paddle and,
offering up to God this labor in atonement for my
sins, and to hasten those poor Savages’ conversion, I
imagined myself a malefactor sentenced to the Gal-
leys; and, although I became entirely exhausted, yet
God gave me sufficient strength to paddle all day



